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Introduction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examination of George W. Fletcher, applicant for Choctaw citizenship, by 

the Dawes Commission, in 1902.1 

 

Q Where were you born?  

A I was born in the Choctaw Nation. 

Q Where ‘bouts in the Choctaw Nation were you born?  

A Something --- I can’t tell you exactly --- about old Doaksville. 

Q How long did you live in the Indian Territory before you went 

out of it?  

A Well, I was very small. I can’t hardly tell.  

Q Where did you go?  

A Went to Texas with my parents. 

Q Is your father living?  

A No sir, he died when I was very small.  

Q What was his name? 

A His name was James Fletcher. 

Q Is your mother living?  

A No sir, she died when I was small. 

Q What was her name? 

A Her name was Elizabeth Hoggard. 

                                                                 
1 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Microfilm Series M1301, Case 

MCR 4514. 
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Q Elizabeth what? 

A Fletcher 

Q Through which parent do you claim Choctaw blood?  

A My mother. 

Q How much do you claim?  

A One-eighth 2 

Q Has your mother ever been recognized in any way or enrolled as 

a member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians by the Choctaw tribal 

authorities? 

A I don’t know. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attempt to 

comply with any of the provisions of [Article XIV of the Treaty 

of Dancing Rabbit Creek]?  

A Yes sir, I…  

Q What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim 

your right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? 

A James Fletcher, known as Captain James Fletcher.  

Q Did he live in Mississippi or Alabama?  

A Mississippi 

Q Did he live in Mississippi in 1830? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did he have a family there at that time.  

A He had a family. 

Q You say he attempted to comply with the provisions of Article 

XIV? 

A I say that’s my teachings. 

Q What did he do to comply? Do you know?  

A He moved here, one of the first that come, about 1836. 

Q Well before that what did he do in Mississippi? Did he go to the 

United States Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months 

from the ratification of the Treaty and tell him he wanted to stay 

in Mississippi and take land there?  

A I don’t know nothing about that.  

Q Did he own any improvements on land in Mississippi or 

Alabama in 1830? 

A In Mississippi he owned improvements.  

                                                                 
2 His math was bad. In fact his claim amounted to seven-thirty seconds or, 
rounded, about one fourth. 
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Q Did he get any land from the Government?  

A No, the Volume shows that he got three hundred and twenty 

acres. 

Q What’s that? 

A The seventh Volume shows he got three hundred and twenty 

acres of land for his office.  

Q The seventh volume of what?  

A That’s all I could tell you.  

Q What relation is Captain James Fletcher to you, or was he to 

you? 

A My great-grandfather. 

Q Did he go with the other Indians from the old Choctaw Nation 

to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory between 1833 and 1838? 

A Yes sir. 

Q With whom did he go?  

A Well, with his family and I can’t tell you, with a great bunch of 

them is the way I have been taught.  

Q Did he have a family of children at that time in Mississippi? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Do you know how many he had in his family? 

A There was seven. 

Q He had seven. How many acres of land did he receive as shown 

by the record quoted? 

A It states that he had twelve acres in cultivation. 

Q And you say seven in the family?  

A Seven in the family. Seven children, fourteen in the family.  

Q Well, how did he have fourteen in the family if he had seven 

children? 

A Well, that’s something I couldn’t tell you. That’s what the 

records show. 

Q What proof have you that you are descended from this Captain 

Fletcher?  

A  I haven’t any, only just from the records.  

Q What records have you? 

A Well, family teaching. 

Q Well, that is a matter handed down in the family, isn’t it?  

A Yes sir, from my earliest recollection. 

Q You claim through which parent, your father or mother?  
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A My mother. 

Q And her maiden name was what?  

A Elizabeth Hoggard 

Q Who did she marry?  

A She married Fletcher. 

Q And she claimed through which parent, father or mother?  

A Mother. 

Q What was her mother’s name?  

A Sallie Fletcher. 

Q Did she claim through her father?  

A Yes sir, claimed --- she was Captain James Fletcher’s daughter.  

Q How much Choctaw blood did he have?  

A Three-fourths 

Q How do you know he had three-fourths Choctaw blood? 

A Nothing, only by just what I have been taught.  

Q Who taught you that he had three-fourths Choctaw blood?  

A Well, that’s my mother’s teachings. 

Q Have you any other matters of family history or tradition? 

A No sir. 

Q Did you never hear in the family that he had land in Mississippi 

and where it was located? 

A No sir. 

Q Did you ever hear that he sold his right?  

A No sir. 

Q Or bartered or exchanged it in any way?  

A I have heard that he exchanged, land there for land here.  

Q How did you hear? From whom did you hear that he exchanged 

the land that he received there for land here in the Indian 

Territory? 

A Well, from my uncle.3 

Q Well, with whom did he exchange?  

A Exchanged with the Government, I guess. 

Q The Government gave him a piece of land in the Indian Territory 

for the land that he had there?  

A The Government, you know, swapped land with the Indians 

here for land there. 

                                                                 
3 The uncle he was referring to was William Hoggard 
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Q Yes, I know, but did they give him any particular piece of land?  

A No sir, not as I know of. 

Q Well, he didn’t swap any land down there for land here any 

more than as a member of that tribe?  

A No sir. 

Q Do you speak the Choctaw language? 

A No. 
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Background 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1887, Congress passed a law, sometimes called the Dawes Act, 

authorizing the President to divide up Indian lands and assign 

parcels to individual members of the tribes. The Choctaws, 

Chickasaws, Creeks, Cherokees, and Seminoles were exempt, because 

of the treaties that had been made with them when these “Five 

Civilized Tribes” were relocated to Indian Territory  (now eastern 

Oklahoma). In 1893 a board, known as the Dawes Commission, was 

created in order to persuade the five tribes, whose lands had been 

guaranteed in perpetuity, to submit to division and allotment. 4 The 

commission spent several years at the task of determining who would 

be eligible to receive allotments, without securing concessions from 

the tribes.  

 

The division of lands was generally opposed by the tribal 

governments, but not by all of the tribe members. Many Indians had 

been claiming communal land and renting it to white or black settlers, 

but there was no way to solidify such arrangements without title to 

the land.  

 

A major concern of the Dawes Commission was to ascertain which of 

the so-called Mississippi Choctaws would be entitled to inclusion on 

the Choctaw rolls and to the land allotment that went with it. By the 

                                                                 
4 Wikipedia, Dawes Act 
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Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830, the Choctaws agreed to 

relocation, but with the stipulation that Choctaws who wished to 

remain in Mississippi would be given the land they w ere then 

cultivating plus an amount of contiguous land that depended on how 

much was already under cultivation. In addition, each remaining 

Choctaw adult male received 640 acres of “floating land" plus 

additional acreage for minor children. This land could be located 

anywhere in Mississippi that was vacant. It could be sold privately 

under certain conditions, but it could be sold immediately to the U.S. 

government for $0.50 an acre. This was the outcome the United States 

desired, for they could then turn around and resell the land to white 

settlers, of which there was no shortage. A Choctaw exercising this 

option then became a U.S. citizen.  

 

The choice was essentially to move to new tribal lands and retain 

identity in the tribe or stay put, take the money for the floating land, 

but keep title to your own land, then blend in with the white settlers 

that were flooding in. To invoke this portion of the treaty, Article XIV, 

a Choctaw had to notify the Indian agent, William Ward within six 

months of the ratification of the treaty. A census of the Choctaws, the 

Armstrong Roll, was compiled in 1831, from which the amount of 

land due to each Choctaw, both the inhabited  land and the floating 

land, could be readily calculated. 

 

The problem was, Ward failed to report hundreds of Choctaws who 

reported to him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi. Many of 

them protested through other channels, but before anything could be 

done, they found their land and their homes sold out from under 

them. This induced many to emigrate, as was probably Ward’s 

intention, but others stayed in Mississippi, seeking redress when they 

could. The Dawes Act permitted the descendants of any Choctaws 

who remained in Mississippi without being properly compensated to 

request citizenship in the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory in order 

to claim the land allotment that would be forthcoming.  

 

In 1896 the Dawes Commission began compiling the tribal rolls, by 

soliciting applications from individual tribe members. This greatly 

irked the tribal governments, which held that only they should have 
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the authority to determine membership. On the other hand, the rolls 

in possession of the tribes, which were used by them to disburse 

government annuities, had not been well maintained. There were also 

many complaints that tribal authorities had taken bribes to include 

some people and excluded others for political or personal reasons. 

Over the next two years the commission processed about 17,000 

applications. 

 

In 1897, the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations agreed to negotiations 

to abolish their own governments, accept individual ownership of 

land, and become U.S. citizens.  

 

In 1898 Congress passed the Curtis Act, an “Act for the Protection of 

the People of Indian Territory”. It abrogated the existing treaties and 

abolished the governments of the Five Civilized Tribes, imposed the 

division of lands into 160-acre allotments for each adult (with lesser 

amounts for minor children), and allowed the government to sell  all 

of the remainder, or “surplus”.5  

 

The Curtis Act also annulled all of the work done by the Dawes 

Commission to that point, voided all the applications, and required 

that the process begin again with new applications. 

 

In 1896, William Z. Hoggard claimed Choctaw citizenship, based on 

descent from Captain James Fletcher. His application was rejected by 

the commission, but would have been voided in any case. He did not 

reapply in 1898. 

 

George Washington Fletcher claimed Choctaw citizenship in 1898, 

and some of his testimony appears in the Introduction. The reader 

will probably find that testimony quite unconvincing, but affidavits 

submitted with the application presented a stronger argument. Those 

affidavits have convinced many of the descendants of  William Z. 

Hoggard and George W. Fletcher, as well as many others who can 

trace their ancestry to the purported daughter of Captain James 

Fletcher, that they are descended from a Choctaw chief.  

                                                                 
5 Wikipedia, Curtis Act of 1898 
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The abbreviated line of descent claimed by William Z. Hoggard and 

George W. Fletcher is shown here.  

 

 

 

There is fairly good evidence that the James Fletcher who married 

Elizabeth Hoggard was a firs t cousin once removed to Elizabeth’s 

mother, hence Elizabeth’s second cousin. 

 
Before examining the evidence from the two cases brought before the 

Dawes Commission, we must first present what is known about 

James Fletcher, the Choctaw chief.  
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Captain James Fletcher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have three kinds of evidence with which to piece together the life 

of James Fletcher. The fi rst and most reliable consists of official 

records and contemporaneous documents. The second kind 

comprises the affidavits presented in support of applicants for 

Choctaw citizenship, executed by individuals who actually knew 

James Fletcher or knew members of his family. These must be 

scrutinized carefully for consistency and accuracy, but contain 

valuable information. The third type of evidence comes from the 

applicants themselves – William Z. Hoggard, George W. Fletcher, and 

others. Their statements must be scrutinized even more carefully, 

because of their obvious self-interest. Harder to categorize are the 

affidavits from individuals who did not know James Fl etcher or his 

family, but nevertheless vouch for the truth of the claim to descent 

from him. 

 

In this section only the first type of evidence will be presented. The 

others will surface as we proceed through the applications and 

supporting documents.  

 

Chronologically, the first record we have of the existence of James 

Fletcher is the 1830 Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, by which the 

Choctaw tribe sold their land in Mississippi and Alabama, which had 
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been promised to the Choctaws by a prior treaty, and consented to 

removal.6 James Fletcher was one of 172 Choctaw signatories 

(virtually all of them by mark). 

 

At that time the Choctaw Nation did not exist as a unified entity. 

There were instead three Choctaw districts, divided mainly by 

geography, with separate, but entirely analogous administrative 

structures. Each of the three districts had a chief and each village had 

its chief. There were also subchiefs of various types. Many of these 

village officials were referred to with the title of Captain.  

 

The 1831 Armstrong Roll lists 30 captains in each district, each 

captain entitled by the treaty to an additional 320 acres if they 

remained in Mississippi. The treaty limited the number of captains 

offered land to 90, and James Fletcher was among the 30 captains in 

the Northwest, or Greenwood LeFlore’s, District.7 There were 

apparently about 80 more village officials, probably captains, who did 

not receive allotments but did sign the treaty.  

 

James Fletcher and his family appear in the Armstrong Roll census, 

with the information that was required for land allocations to those 

Choctaws who might remain in Mississippi. Fletcher’s land consisted 

of 12 acres under cultivation, in three fields. It was located on “Wolf 

Creek, on the west side of Big Black”. 8 

 

This is enough information to locate James Fletcher in 1831. The Big 

Black River forms the boundary between Yazoo and Madison 

Counties, and Wolf Creek is a small stream that flows into the Big 

Black from its western side, although in the map below the Big Black 

is flowing almost directly westward at that point, and Wolf Creek 

joins it from the north. 

                                                                 
6 Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties, Vol. 2, Washington D.C., 

Government Printing Office, 1904, p. 316. 
7 American State Papers, Public Lands, Vol. 7, p. 88. 
8 Ibid., p. 95 
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The location in Mississippi is marked in red on the map on the 

following page. 

 

Over and above the amount of land allocated by Article XIX in 

connection with the land being cultivated, Article XIV of the treaty 

allowed each head of household 640 acres of floating (i.e., to be 

located later) land, plus 320 acres for each family member at least 10 

years old, plus 160 acres for each family member under 10.  

 

The Armstrong Roll reported that James Fletcher was the head of a 

family of 13, of which five were under 10. 9 This qualified him for a 

floating land allotment of 3,360 acres, which he could have redeemed 

for $1,680, provided he remained in Mississippi as a U.S. citizen. The 

roll also notes that he was entitled to 480 acres around the land he 

was farming, 160 based on the 20 acres he had cultivated and 320 

acres because of his rank as captain. Besides James, there were two 

other males over 16 years of age in the household.  

 

 

 

                                                                 
9 Ibid. 
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No specific ages were collected by Armstrong during his census. 

James Fletcher’s age in 1831 would be a crucial link in the story of 

descent, but it can only be guessed. If we assume he had a wife and 

eleven children, we might conclude that he couldn’t have been 

younger than, say, 35. However, all the children need not have been 

his if, for example, a brother of his had died and he had taken in his 

sister-in-law and his nieces and nephews.  

 

With respect to the age of James Fletcher, perhaps the most useful 

information in the roll is the absence of other Fletchers. If James had 

brothers in Mississippi, they either did not use the Fletcher name or 

they were dead by1831. It also seems that James Fletcher had no sons 

with their own families. This contrasts, for example, with the next six 

names on the Armstrong Roll after James Fletcher’s – all of them have 

the last name Nelson, and all of them lived on the “Yellow Busha” 

(the Yalobusha River). All in all, one might estimate from the 

Armstrong Roll that James Fletcher was between 40 and 50 years old 

in 1831. 

 

Around 14,000 of the 19,000 Choctaws in Mississippi and Alabama 

moved to Indian Territory. By treaty, the U.S. Government was 

pledged to provide transportation and subsistence during the 

journey. The Indians did not move all at once, but in groups over 

several years. Some were taken, in whole or in part, by s teamboat. 

Many more went by wagons, most provided by the government. But 

there was no road system in that part of the country at the time and, 

worse, no way to cross the rivers without building ferries at each one. 

Travel was therefore exceedingly slow, and provisions and clothing 

were frequently inadequate. 

 

A new Choctaw Nation had been designated within Indian Territory, 

consisisting of the southeastern part of what is now the state of 

Oklahoma. The Choctaws were first to agree to removal and got the 

best land. New geographical boundaries were created in order to 

recreate the three districts from Mississippi and Alabama. The 

western, or Greenwood LeFlore district (to which James Fletcher 

belonged) was assigned a region in the southeastern portion of the 

new Choctaw Nation, and given the name Apukshunnubbee District. 
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Emigrant groups were not always aware of the new districts or their 

boundaries, so there was a fair amount of mixing.  

 

 

Indian agents sent to Indian Territory attempted to register the 

immigrant families as they arrived. A record exists for James Fletcher, 

whose arrival was recorded on August 1, 1833 at Mountain Fork 

Depot (see map above). At that time his family had swollen to a total 

of 16, categorized as in the table below. 10 

 

Males  

     25-49 2 

     10-24 4 

Females  

     25-49 1 

     10-24 9 

 

On the 1831 Armstrong Roll there were five children under 10 years 

old, but two years later there were none. This is further evidence of a 

combined family. If James Fletcher were 49 years old in August, 1833, 

                                                                 
10 Monty Olsen, Choctaw Emigration Records, 1831-1856, Bryant County 
Heritage Association, 1990. 
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the maximum allowed by the census, then he could have been born 

no earlier than 1783. 

 

Mountain Fork is a tributary of the Little River, just barely into 

Oklahoma from Arkansas. Thus the group James Fletcher traveled 

with, like many others, was met by the Indian agent as soon as they 

crossed into Indian Territory, and from there they had to seek out an 

area to live and farm in. 

 

 

 

James Fletcher arrived toward the end of the Choctaw emigration. Of 

the approximately 12,000 Choctaws that removed to Indian Territory, 

roughly two-thirds traveled with transportation organized, though 

not very well, by the U.S. government. The treaty held out the 

incentive that the Indians might be taken to Indian Territory by  

steamboat: 

 

(ARTICLE XVI) In wagons; and with steam boats as may be 

found necessary – the U.S. agree to remove the Indians to 

their new homes at their expense and under the care of 

discreet and careful persons, who will be kind and brotherly 

to them. They agree to furnish them with ample corn and 

beef, or pork for themselves and families for twelve months 

after reaching their new homes.11 

 

                                                                 
11 Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties, Vol. 2, Washington D.C., 
Government Printing Office, 1904, p. 313. 
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Only a few of the Choctaw moved by the government went by 

steamboat, however, and then only because the ground was so 

flooded that wagons could not be moved. The Indians went instead 

mostly on foot, with wagons to take their belongings and the elderly. 

The government transports took place in the late fall and winter of 

1831-32, 1832-33, and 1833-34, each wave in a series of small groups 

starting over a period of several weeks.12 The third wave comprised 

fewer than 1,000 people.13 The other third of the Choctaws organized 

their own transportation, beginning in 1830, even before the Treaty of 

Dancing Rabbit Creek was ratified by the Senate. Arriving in August, 

1833, James Fletcher was probably among the last 10 or 15% to have 

left Mississippi.  

 

Because his arrival date does not correspond with the government 

transports, James Fletcher was one of the Choctaws transporting their 

families himself. Though not part of the official record, he, as we will 

see later, arrived by steamboat, though this does not tell us how far 

they had to travel overland before embarking on the boat. He had the 

means to pay for passage for his entire family. He was probably 

reimbursed to some extent, as emigrants who chose to forgo 

government transportation were entitled to fixed payments.  

 

In 1837 commissioners were appointed by the Choctaw districts to 

negotiate a treaty with the Chickasaw Nation and the U.S. 

Government. By its terms, the Chickasaws acquired land in Indian 

Territory by merging with the Choctaws, becoming the Chickasaw 

District of the Choctaw Nation. The Choctaws were paid over a half 

million dollars from the trust fund created by the sale of the former 

Chickasaw land in northeast Mississippi. James Fletcher was one of 

the Choctaw commissioners who negotiated and signed (with his 

mark) the treaty.14  

 

When Greenwood LeFlore stepped down as district chief in 1834, he 

was replaced by a relative, Thomas LeFlore. In 1838 James Fletcher 

                                                                 
12 Muriel H. Wright, “The Removal of the Choctaws to the Indian Territory, 
1830-33”, Chronicles of Oklahoma, 6, 103-128 (1928).  
13 Ibid. 
14 Charles J. Kappler, op. cit., p. 488 
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became chief of the Apukshunnubbee District and held that title until  

1842, when Thomas LeFlore again became chief. LeFlore remained 

chief until 1850. In 1852 the Chickasaws became an independent 

nation again and the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations were as in the 

map below. 

 

 

 

 

James Fletcher could not read or write, and thus we have little in 

writing as records of his tenure as chief. However, Peter Pitchlynn, 

who was governor of the Choctaw Nation from 1864 to 1866, could 

read and write. Some of his correspondence has been preserved, and 

a small portion of that concerned James Fletcher in some way.  

 

A letter dated October 7, 1840, confirmed th e appointment of Peter 

Pitchlynn as superintendent of the Choctaw Academy and was 

signed by the three district chiefs, one of whom could write. James 

Fletcher, of course, signed with his mark. 15 

 

                                                                 
15 Peter Pitchlynn Papers, University of Oklahoma Western History 
Collections, Box 1, Folder 57. Online at digital.libraries.ou.edu. 
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A petition from Peter Pitchlynn to have a slave returned to him was 

written in 1842. The first page of the letter is shown below. 16 

 

 

 

Note that James Fletcher is addressed with the title of colonel, the 

proper form for chiefs. 

 

                                                                 
16 Ibid., Box 1, Folder 85. 
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Our last glimpse into the life of James Fletcher is from an accounting 

filed in 1852 by F. S. Hunt, Assistant Superintendent of Indian Affairs 

in Jackson, Mississippi. Among the items he reported as having paid 

was a voucher from James Fletcher for $387.25.17 No information on 

the nature of the voucher is provided, but it might have been a 

financial settlement for the land he would have had title to had he 

been registered in 1831 as required by treaty.  

 

 

Preliminary Conclusions  

 

The information we have about James Fletcher, the Choctaw Indian 

chief, are not consistent with his being the father of the Sarah (Sallie) 

Fletcher who married Richmond Hoggard. First we have the age 

discrepancy: Sarah Fletcher was born in 1794, while James Fletcher 

was born no earlier than 1783. Secondly, Sarah Fletcher was born in 

southwestern Virginia, grew up there, and was married either in 

southwestern Virginia or nearby in northeastern Tennessee. James 

Fletcher would have had to have been living far from the Choctaw 

Nation, with no connection whatsoever to his tribe. Third we have a 

poem by Richmond Echles Hoggard, a grandson of Richmond 

Hoggard and Sarah Fletcher, and younger brother of William Z. 

Hoggard, in which he wrote: 

 

Grandsire married an Irish girl 
   whose rosy cheeks red banners furled. 
Sallie Fletcher was her name, 
   and to them eleven children came; 

 

In a poem dedicated to his ancestry there is not a word of any Indian 

descent of any type. 

 

But who wouldn’t want to have an ancestor who was an Indian chief? 

Several versions of the story have been published or posted in which 

James Fletcher’s life is structured in such a way as to make it fit the 

evidence. There is, however, no way to conform with James Fletcher’s 

                                                                 
17 Report of the Second Auditor of the Treasury, Executive Document No. 69, 33rd 
Congress of U.S., Senate, Washington D.C., 1854, p. 461. 
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age as recorded in the Choctaw emigration records … unless the agent 

was in a hurry and made a mistake.  

 

And it could have been. Censuses have many mistakes. So we should 

keep an open, if skeptical, mind as we now turn to the evidence for 

descent from James Fletcher, as presented before, and filed with, the 

Dawes Commission. 
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William Z. Hoggard’s 1896 

Application for Choctaw Citizenship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following letter was written and signed by William Z. Hoggard 

and filed with his application for Choctaw citizenship. It is dated 

August 8, 1896, from Hart, Indian Territory: 18 

 

To the honorable members of the Dawes Commission, your 

Petitioner William Z. Hoggard and his children, who are 

Choctaw Indians by Blood, would most respectfully ask of 

your honorable boddy to grant unto them their readmittance 

of citizenship with all rights and privilages that other 

Choctaw Indians have, or hold, in the Choctaw Nation of 

Indians. We would ask this favor for the following reasons, to 

wit, because your petitioner is a son of William Hoggard and 

grand children of Jim Fletcher and your petitioner will prove 

the same by competent witnesses. The following names are 

legitimate children of your petitioner. Respectfully, Roy R. 

Hoggard, age 8, Cecil V. Hoggard, age 6, Hector H. Hoggard, 

age 4, Paul C. Hoggard, age 2, Clyde Hoggard, age 0. They 

are Choctaw Indians by Blood and entitled to all the rights, 

privilages and immunities of citizenship of the Choctaw 

Nation of Indians and we kindly ask the assistance of your 

                                                                 
18 Spelling as in original, but punctuation added for clarity. 
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Honorable Boddy and the power vested in you by an act of 

Congress and in duty bound your petitioner will ever pray.19 

 

The actual proof of the assertion is thus left to the “competent 

witnesses”, and in fact W.Z. Hoggard submitted affidavits from four 

of them, each executed in front of a notary public. Squire Wolf’s 

affidavit, executed on August 10, 1896, in Pontotoc County in the 

Chickasaw Nation, reads as follows:  

 

On this day personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in 

and for 3rd Judicial Division Indian Territory, Squire Wolf, and 

after being duly sworn by me deposed and says for himself: 

My name is Squire Wolf. My age is 86 years. I came to this 

country about the year A.D. 1820. I first lived in the Choctaw 

Nation. It was then that I knew James Fletcher. I knew him to 

be a Choctaw Indian by Blood. I also knew his daughter Sallie. 

She married a man by the name of Richmond Hoggard and to 

the said Sallie Fletcher and Richmond Hoggard was bornd a 

son and they christened him William. Now comes William Z 

Hoggard whom I know to be a Choctaw by Blood he is the son 

of the said William Hoggard mentioned in the caption. The 

said William Z Hoggard was bornd near old Ft. Arbuckle in 

the Chickasaw Nation, Pickens County, I.T. about A.D. 1862.20 

 

Squire Wolf signed by mark. The signature was witnessed by S. G. 

Rogers and A. Blevins (both relatives of W. Z. Hoggard),  in addition 

to the notary public.  

 

This affidavit supports W.Z. Hoggard’s claims but adds no details to 

bolster them, except that Squire Wolf claims to have known James 

Fletcher personally. There are reasons to deny credence to the 

statements, despite the fact that they were given under oath. Squire 

Wolf’s main occupation seems to have been liquor smuggling, for 

which he was twice sentenced to prison, on top of which he served 

two years for horse theft. His court records in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 

                                                                 
19 Applications from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Muskogee Area Office, 
Relating to Enrollment in the Five Civilized Tribes under the Act of 1896, 
Case No. 424 (Old Number 192), National Archives, Record Group 75, 
Microfilm M1650.  
20 Ibid. 
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list his name as Squire Wolf, alias Allen. As Squire Allen, he too 

submitted an application for Choctaw citizenship in 1896, from which 

it emerges that he was white but was married at one time to a 

Choctaw.21 The Choctaw tribe opposed his application, because he 

had not married under Choctaw law, and the Dawes Commission 

also rejected his application. 

 

A second affidavit was submitted by John Leonard, executed August 

11, 1896, at Boggy Depot in Indian Territory.  

 

On this day personally appeared before me, L. M. Maurer, a 

Notary Public in and for the Central District, John Leonard, 

who after being duly sworn by me deposes and states upon his 

oath: My name is John Leonard. I am 72 years old. I am 

personally acquainted with William Z. Hoggard. I know him 

to be a Choctaw Indian by blood. I knew his father William 

Hoggard when he was a child and have known him at 

intervals ever since. I knew William Hoggard’s mother, her 

maiden name was Sallie Fletcher, she being a daughter of 

James Fletcher who was a Choctaw Indian by blood – He lived 

and died in the Choctaw Nation. I knew him first between the 

years of 1850 and in the Choctaw Nation.22 

 

Another statement from someone who knew James Fletcher 

personally and also Sallie Fletcher. But who was John Leonard? He 

did indeed know William Hoggard. They had neighboring farms in 

Bell County, Texas, in the 1870s. Leonard neglects to mention that his 

wife, Nancy Linney, was the daughter of George Linney and Nancy 

Jane Hoggard, William Hoggard’s sister. John Leonard lived in Dallas 

during the last years of James Fletcher’s life, and it is difficult to 

imagine any circumstance in which the two of them would have met. 

If there was such a meeting, it would have been useful for Leonard to 

have explained how and when it took place. Apparently, judging by 

the words crossed out, he thought better of claiming actual dates.  

 

Before proceeding to the next affidavit, i t will be useful to have a 

timeline with the dates and residences of William Hoggard, which 

                                                                 
21 Ibid., Case No. 1124 
22 Ibid., Case No. 424 
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may be compared with statements of witnesses who claim to have 

known him or his son, William Z. Hoggard. All counties mentioned 

by name are in Texas. 

 

 

 

A third affidavit was submitted from Samuel P. Perry, executed on 

August 10, 1896, at Pontotoc, as had been Squire Wolf’s. 

 

On this day personly appeard before me, a Notary Public in 

and for 3rd Judicial Division, Samuel P. Perry and after first 

being duly sworn by me deposes and states upon his oath as 

follow, to wit:  

 

My name is Samuel P. Perry. I am 84 years old. I am personly 

acquainted with William Z. Hoggard. I know him to be a 

Choctaw Indian by Blood. I have known him from his infancy, 
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he was bornd near old Ft. Arbuckle in Pickens Co. Chickasaw 

Nation in the year 1862. He is a son of one William Hoggard. I 

knew William Hoggard’s mother. Her maiden name was Sallie 

Fletcher. I also knew Sallie Fletcher’s father, his name was 

James Fletcher. I knew him to be at least a half breed Choctaw 

Indian by blood. He lived and died in the Choctaw nation; his 

name is on record and he was always recognized as being a 

Choctaw Indian. 

 

Sam Perry had been a slave, with both Chickasaw and Choctaw 

owners. He was sold, or hired out, to a J. P. Dumas in Grayson 

County, Texas, in the years just before the war. It is difficult to see any 

time or place in which he could have come in contact with William Z. 

Hoggard.  

 

It was not uncommon for unscrupulous lawyers pressing claims for 

citizenship to pay for perjured testimony, sometimes resulting in 

suspension from all commission proceedings.23 Sam Perry, in fact, 

provided so many affidavits that he was well known to the 

commission and to the representatives of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Nations, who commented on one such case 

 

Samuel Perry again rushed into the breach and furnished 

applicants with a deposition for use in the United States court, 

in which he as usual showed himself as full of information as 

an egg is of meat, but unfortunately for applicants the more 

Sam knows about a case the more suspicious it becomes.24 

 

The notary public who witnessed both Sam Perry’s and Squire Wolf’s 

depositions in the town of Wiley was Richard French, who was also 

the postmaster in Nido, a short distance away. It is reasonable to 

assume that he paid for their testimony and was in turn paid by 

William Z. Hoggard. Who approached whom in this matter is an 

unresolved question. 

                                                                 
23 Kent Carter, The Dawes Commission and the Allotment of the Five Civilized 
Tribes, 1893-1914, Ancestry.com, Oren, UT, 1999, p. 118. 
24 John Mitchell, et. al., vs. the Choctaw & Chickasaw Nations, Case No. 101 
in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, available at 
digital.libraries.ou.edu. 
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A fourth affidavit was submitted by Zachariah Gardner, executed in 

Paul’s Valley in the Chickasaw Nation on August 19, 1896. Zach 

Gardner was a half-breed Choctaw Indian, born in 1829, who had 

moved into the Chickasaw Nation (allowed by the Choctaw-

Chickasaw Treaty), near Fort Arbuckle a few years before the Civil 

War broke out. 25 He was well known to the Hoggards. A 

granddaughter of William Hoggard wrote about one incident that 

took place during the time the Hoggards were living on the Fort 

Arbuckle reservation: 

 

William and Paulina … were peace-loving and got along fine 

with the Indians. Never any trouble with them, except when 

young Cynthia told that Harriet Gardner and the Cherokee 

were going to elope! ... Harriet’s brother, Zach Gardner, tied 

her up, so the Cherokee threatened to drag Cynthia, tied to a 

rope, hitched to his horse, for upsetting his plan. There was a 

“shoot out” rivaling the OK Corral episode.26 

 

Zach Gardner had to have been the source of William Z. Hoggard’s 

middle name. Later Gardner moved to the Paul’s Valley area, 27 which 

was close enough to Okra and Byars, where the Hoggards moved in 

about 1895, that they would certainly have renewed their old 

friendship. Zach Gardner owned a considerable amount of property 

by then. 

 

On this day personally appeared before me a Notary Public in 

and for the Southern Judicial District L, Zachariah Gardner, 

and after first being duly sworn by me deposes and says for 

himself, 

 

My name is Zachariah Gardner. I am a Choctaw Indian by 

Blood. I am 67 years old. I am personally acquainted with 

William Z. Hoggard. I have known him at intervals from his 

infancy. He was born near old Ft. Arbuckle in the Chickasaw 

Nation, Pickens, Indian Territory, in the year 1862. I know him 

                                                                 
25 Biography of Zach Gardner furnished by Jennie Campbell Reel, from Grant 
Foreman, ed., Indian Pioneer History Collection, Oklahoma Historical Society, 

Oklahoma City, 1937. 
26 Letter from Jacqueline Reichmann to Eric Hoggard, March 6, 1975. 
27 Biography of Zach Gardner, op. cit. 
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to be a son of William Hoggard. I also knew Jim Fletcher. I 

knew him to be at least a half breed Choctaw Indian by blood. 

I knew him when I was a boy, then he was an aged man. 

 

Zach almost certainly did know James Fletcher, but notice that he was 

unwilling to perjure himself and attest to an actual biological 

relationship between James Fletcher and William Z. Hoggard.  

 

Zach Gardner and his affidavit do give us one very important clue 

about the story of Choctaw descent, and that is where the information  

about James Fletcher came from. Zach was a close neighbor and 

friend to William Hoggard when they were both living near Fort 

Arbuckle. It might have been Zach himself who, upon discovering 

that William’s mother had been a Fletcher  and his sister had married 

a Fletcher, pointed out the coincidence that there had been a Choctaw 

chief with that name. That chief may even have had a daughter 

named Sallie. Zach, who had grown up in the Choctaw Nation, was 

probably aware that James Fletcher had been a captain and was three-

quarters Choctaw, and may have related this and other information 

about him to William and Paulina Hoggard, who told their children 

as they were growing up. 

 

If the story of descent from Captain Jim had been true, why didn’t 

William Z’s brothers and sisters also apply for Choctaw citizenship 

and the land bonus that went with it? For that matter, why didn’t his 

father, William Hoggard himself, who was mentioned in the 

application and affidavits almost as if he were dead? He wasn’t, and 

in fact he and Paulina were living in Indian Territory themselves. 

Why didn’t William Z at least get his father to explain the details of 

the relationship in an affidavit?  

 

In fact, William Z. Hoggard was something of an operator. In  the 

poem cited above by Richmond Echles Hoggard, he wrote of his 

brother: 

 

We, down life’s road, have strayed together, 
   and found some foul, some pleasant weather. 
I hope to journey to the end 
   hand in hand, as life began. 



29 
 

But one thing, twixt me and you, 
   if he gets in, I’ll get there too! 

 

The Choctaw Nation weighed in on William Z.’s application, as they 

did on almost all applications. Their recommendation was “that the 

evidence is insufficient to establish claimant’s right.” The Commission 

rejected the application and William Z. did not appeal.  
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Nancy Leonard’s 1898 Application 

for Choctaw Citizenship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1898 the Dawes Commission, having voided all the 1896 

applications for citizenship in the Five Civilized Tribes, solicited new 

applications. William Z. Hoggard did not reapply. He had probably 

incurred unwelcome expenses in filing and did not want to 

compound his losses. Perhaps, though I rather doubt it, he started to 

realize that even if he were to persuade the Commission that Captain 

James Fletcher actually was his great-grandfather, he still would not 

have been entitled to Choctaw citizenship, because James Fletcher 

had emigrated to Indian Territory and was not a so-called Mississippi 

Choctaw. 

 

That distinction was certainly lost on George Fletcher, with whose 

testimony in connection with his 1898 application this narrative 

began. It was also lost on his cousin, Nancy Leonard, the wife of the 

same John Leonard who supplied one of the affidavits for William Z. 

Hoggard’s 1896 application. Nancy submitted an application herself, 

claiming descent through yet another child of Richmond and Sarah 

(Sallie Fletcher) Hoggard, Nancy Jane. Nancy Leonard’s younger 

sister, Louisa Lane, and younger brother, John Perry Linney, also 

submitted applications for Choctaw citizenship, as did Nancy 
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Leonard’s adult children and grandchildren, claiming also for their 

minor children.  Adding Nancy Leonard to the hypothetical chart 

presented earlier, we have: 

 

 

 

In principle, Nancy Leonard would have known more about Captain 

Jim than William Z. Hoggard did, because she was born eight years 

earlier, probably around the time that Captain Jim died. The stories 

should have been fresher when she was growing up.  

 

What we hope for from her 1898 application is something more than 

simply a parroting of the claim of descent from Captain Jim. Are there 

any details that might tend to confirm (or disprove) the relationship? 

In fact we do find more details. The 1898 applications bring a great 

deal more evidence, of both kinds, to the table.  

 

We begin with some extracts from Nancy Leonard’s examination by 

the Dawes Commission in April, 1902.28 

 

Q Where were you born?  

A I was born in Texas I think. 

Q How long did you live in Texas? 

A I was born in fifty-four and came to the Territory and stayed up 

to sixty-four. 

Q And then you went where?  

A Went back to Texas and stayed until ninety-three. 

Q Then where did you go? Back to the Territory?  

A Yes. 

Q And lived in what place?  

A I skipped from one place to another.  

                                                                 
28 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Microfilm Series M1301, Case 

MCR 5244. 
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Q What was your father’s name?  

A George Linney. 

Q What is your mother’s name?  

A Nancy 

Q Through which parent do you claim Choctaw blood?  

A Through my mother. 

Q How much Choctaw blood do you claim? 

A Seven thirty-seconds, is what you counted it up.  

Q You claim how much through your great grandfather? 

A Three-fourths through my great grandfather.  

Q And your great grandmother? How much?  

A Full blood, full Indian. 

Q And did their child who was your ancestor have that blood?  

A Yes sir. My mother was the one that had the blood.  

Q Has your mother ever been recognized any way or enrolled as a 

member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians by any Choctaw tribal 

authority?  

A She was recognized but never enrolled. 

Q They just simply said she was an Indian? 

A Yes sir. 

 

Examiner explains Article XIV of the 1830 treaty with the Choctaws 

 

Q Do you know whether any of your ancestors … attempted to 

comply with any of the provisions of that article of that treaty?  

A My great grandfather I have been taught did.  

Q What did he do?  

A He left Mississippi and came here and took land instead of 

keeping it there. 

Q When did he leave Mississippi? 

A I don’t know what year.  

Q What was your great grandfather’s name?  

A Jim Fletcher. 

Q What was his wife’s name?  

A Nancy Fletcher. 

Q Did Nancy come with him from Mississippi? 

A Yes, I have been taught she came from Mississippi with him.  

Q Where did he locate in Indian Territory?  
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A I have been told that they located on the Blue.  

Q Blue River?  

A Yes sir. 

Q Did your grandmother Sallie or your mother Nancy live in 

Mississippi? 

A I have been told that my grandmother Sallie came from 

Mississippi when she was a girl. 

Q How old was Sallie when she came with her parents from 

Mississippi? 

A I don’t know. 

Q Did you know her?  

A No sir; i f I ever did I have forgotten it.  

Q Was Sallie born in Mississippi? 

A Yes sir. 

 

This testimony actually does bring something new to the table. Sallie 

Fletcher was born in Mississippi and came with James Fletcher to 

Indian Territory in the early 1830s. Of course, this is completely a t 

odds with the facts regarding Nancy Leonard’s grandmother Sarah  

(Sally), who was born in Virginia and was living with Richmond in 

Missouri in 1833, when Captain James Fletcher was taking a 

steamboat to Indian Territory.  

 

Was Nancy Leonard just repeating stories told to her in the family? 

She must have been, but they couldn’t have been the stories her 

mother, Nancy Jane (Hoggard) Linney, told her as a girl, because she 

(Nancy Hoggard Linney), was, in fact, born in Missouri. So this story 

about Sallie coming from Mississippi with her father was either 

hatched among some of the Hoggard-Fletcher applicants for Choctaw 

citizenship, or it was true, but there were two different Sallie Fletchers 

– one the wife of Richmond Hoggard, the other the daughter of 

Captain James Fletcher. Whichever it was, her sister, Louisa Lane, had 

the same story when she was examined the same day. 29 

 

                                                                 
29 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Microfilm Series M1301, Case 

MCR 5245. 
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Q What was the name of the daughter of your great grandfather 

and great grandmother … in Mississippi? 

A Sallie 

Q Did she live with them in Mississippi before they left there?  

A That is what I have been taught.  

Q And you have been taught that they left there and came to the 

Indian Territory?  

A Yes sir. 

Q Sallie came with  them? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Was she married or just a girl?  

A I could not tell you that.  

Q Did Sallie have any older brothers or sisters at that time?  

A None that I know and none that I heard of.  

Q Who was Nancy? 

A That was my mother. 

Q She was born in Indian Territory? 

A I don’t know where she was born.   

 

This questioning brings up another problem. If Sallie Fletcher came 

with her father in 1833, how do we account for the birth of Louisa 

Lane’s mother (Nancy Jane Hoggard) in Missouri in 1832, or those of 

her older brothers and sisters? James Hoggard, the oldest, was born in 

Kentucky in 1815. 

 

Some of the affidavits submitted in support of Nancy Leonard and 

Louisa Lane do a better job of presenting a case than Nancy and 

Louisa themselves.  Here is one from a Dicy Giggets, whom I have not 

been able to otherwise identify.  

 

I am about forty seven years old and I know the claimant 

Louisa Lane and have known her all her life; she was born near 

the river called Blue, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory. I 

knew her father, George Linney and her mother Nancy Linney. 

Her mother looked like at least a half blood Indian; she was 

very dark. She was recognized by all her neighbors as an 

Indian. I have often heard her say that her people were 

Choctaws and were from the State of Mississippi and all her 

features showed her to be an Indian. Louisa Lane, the 
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applicant, married John Lane and they now live in Krebs, 

Indian Territory. 

 

Another affidavit was filed by Louis Ladd. 

 

Louis H. Ladd, after being duly sworn, states that he is seventy 

seven years old, lives near South McAlister, I.T., and that he 

lived in Pontotoc County, state of Mississippi, in the year 1835 

and knew James Fletcher, a Choctaw Indian, and that James 

Fletcher with his family started from there to the Indian 

Territory in the summer of said year, in company with a lot of 

other Indians and they were led by a man called General 

Cooper. James Fletcher in company with the others went and 

settled near where Savana, Indian Territory, is now and lived 

there for a long while and he held office here among the 

Indians for a long time and died here in the Choctaw Nation 

on Brushey Creek. He had a daughter called Sallie who came 

here with him and she married a white man by the name of 

Hoggard and they lived here in the Territory and raised a 

family, and among the children was a daughter called Nancy, 

and she afterwards married a man by the name of George 

Linney and they moved to Emmit, Chickasaw Nation, Indian 

Territory. To them were born four daughters and two boys and 

one of the daughters was called Louisa and is the applicant in 

this cause. She married John Lane and now lives at Krebs, 

Indian Territory.  

 

I was well acquainted with all of these people and know that 

they were Choctaw Indians. When Fletcher left the state of 

Mississippi he had a place that he lived on, but I do not know 

what he did with it. 

 

I am a citizen of the Choctaw Nation. 

 

Very interesting, with a lot of detail about James Fletcher. I assume 

most of it is true, but the crucial part is patently false. Richmond and 

Sarah Hoggard did not live in Indian Territory. They probably never 

set foot in Indian Territory, unless they cut through it on their way 

from Missouri to Texas in 1845. 

 

Delia Colbert, another bona fide member of the Choctaw tribe, filed 

the following letter. 
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I, Delia Colbert, was born in Ringo County, Alabama, age 107 

years. I came to the Indian Territory with the Indians when 

they came from Mississippi, I do not know what year, and 

have resided here ever since. I am personally acquainted with 

Nancy Leonard, who is a daughter of George Linney and 

Nancy Linney, and Nancy Linney is a daughter of Richard 

Hoggard and Sallie Hoggard is the daughter of Captain Jim 

Fletcher and Nancy Fletcher who is Choctaw Indian by Blood 

who resided in Mississippi prior to and during the year 1830, 

and I know that Captain Jim Fletcher attempted to comply 

with the 14th article of the Treaty of 1830 and Nancy Leonard 

being a descendent of Captain Jim Fletcher and I know Nancy 

Leonard and her children are entitled to be identified as 

Mississippi Choctaws. 

 

The letter is handwritten, but signed by mark. Just from the language  

(especially the part about Article XIV of the treaty), it is clear that 

Delia Colbert did not dictate the letter, and while some of it may 

reflect what she said, I don’t believe she knew what she was signing. 

 

If you thought it amazing to have a letter from a 107 year old 

Choctaw Indian, check out the next one, a sworn affidavit.  

 

My name is Efrom Dunford and my age is 109 years. I now live 

at Jackson, I.T. I came to the Indian Territory with the Indians 

when they came from Mississippi, I do not know what year, 

and have resided here ever since. I am personally acquainted 

with Nancy Leonard, who is a daughter of George Linney and 

Nancy Linney, and Nancy Linney was a daughter of Richard 

Hoggard and Sallie Hoggard, and Sallie Hoggard is the 

daughter of Captain James Fletcher who is a Choctaw by Blood 

who resided in Mississippi prior to and during the year 1830, 

and I know that Captain James Fletcher attempted to comply 

with the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, and Nancy Leonard 

being a descendant of Captain James Fletcher, she is entitled to 

share in the allotment of the lands of the Choctaw Nation. 

 

Sound familiar?  
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Here is an excerpt from yet another affidavit, from Rachel Colbert, a 

Choctaw who says she came to Indian Territory with James Fletcher 

and knew his daughter Sallie to have married Richard Hoggard.  

 

I cannot recollect the year that Captain Jim Fletcher came to 

this country, but know that he came here with the first Indians 

from Mississippi; he lived on Horse Prairie near Doaksville. 

Sallie Fletcher and her husband lived at Holly Springs, called 

Tallyhache. Nancy Hoggard and her husband, George Linney, 

lived at Doaksville, and on the Blue. 

 

This is doubly interesting. First, Richmond and Sallie Hoggard are 

placed at a specific location , and second that location is not in the 

present-day Oklahoma at all. It is in northern Mississippi, where the 

Tallahatchie River flows near the town of Holly Springs.  

 

The applications of Nancy Leonard, Louisa Lane, and John Perry 

Linney, all children of Nancy Jane (Hoggard) Linney, were rejected 

by the Dawes Commission, who stated that the evidence was 

insufficient to determine the identity of any of them as a Choctaw 

Indian entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions of 

Article XIV of the treaty. 
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George W. Fletcher’s 1898 

Application for Choctaw Citizenship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George W. Fletcher, who claimed descent 

from Captain James Fletcher through his 

mother, Elizabeth (Hoggard) Fletcher, was the 

oldest of all the Hoggard-Fletcher applicants 

for Choctaw citizenship, and had the greatest 

exposure not just to stories about his 

grandmother Sarah (Sallie), but to Sarah 

herself. He was around 10 years old when his 

putative ancestor, Captain James Fletcher, 

died.  

 

George W. Fletcher was born in 1844. 

Although he claimed in his testimony before 

the Dawes Commission that he was born in 

the Choctaw Nation, he was actually born in 

Missouri, as was stated on all censuses before 

1900, first by his parents and then by George 

himself. His parents, James and Elizabeth 

Fletcher, emigrated from Missouri with the 

Hoggards in 1845 and lived in very close 

proximity to the Hoggards in Texas, first in 
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Navarro County and then, for a while, in Tarrant County. George 

probably saw his grandmother almost daily when he was a young 

boy. 

 

On the 1900 census, which had a different form for Indians and non-

Indians, he identified himself as a Choctaw Indian, listed his place of 

birth as Indian Territory, and stated that both his parents had been 

born in Mississippi. On the 1880 census it was recorded that his 

parents had been born in Missouri. That too was incorrect. They were 

both born in Kentucky, but had grown up in Missouri;30 however, at 

that time George was not pretending to have Choctaw ancestry.  

 

There is another peculiarity from the 1900 census. In the margin at the 

end of the line with George W. Fletcher’s data is written  the word 

`blind’. On the 1880 census form there was  actually a column to 

designate blindness, and it was not checked for George W. Fletcher. 

Had he gone blind in the meantime?  

 

No he hadn’t, at least according to the 1910 census, which again had a 

column to report blindness. What did happen was that in August, 

1882, George W. Fletcher appeared before the Commissioners Court 

of Montague County, whose report is repeated below:  

 

On this the 17th day of August, 1882, came on to be heard the 

application of G. W. Fletcher for a land certificate by reason of 

losing his eyesight while a soldier in the Confederate service, 

and the Court after hearing the evidence… did grant said 

application. It is ordered and decreed by the Court that G. W. 

Fletcher be allowed a land certificate for 1280 acres of land and 

that this fact be certified to the Commissioner of the General 

Land Office.31 

 

Texas had just enacted a  law to compensate disabled Confederate 

veterans by issuing land certificates to them. George’s  certificate was 

                                                                 
30 It is highly probable that the information was provided by a neighbor or 
extended family member. 
31 Texas General Land Office, Montague County Confederate Scrip Voucher, 
File Number 2004. 
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issued on August 28. George Fletcher sold the certificate for $90 on 

September 11. 

 

Scott Lyles, a descendant of George W. Fletcher, has stated that 

 

George W. contracted measles at about the age of 16. The 

disease left him with poor eyesight… When [he] enlisted in the 

Confederate Army he could not see well enough to shoot so he 

was made a bugler.32 

 

Measles may have given George W. Fletcher poor eyesight, but a 

concocted story about being blinded in the Confederate army got him 

$90. Perhaps good practice for what was to follow with the Dawes 

Commission. 

 

For review, here is the line of descent claimed by George W. Fletcher, 

through his mother, born Elizabeth Hoggard.  

 

 

 

George W. Fletcher’s own testimony before the Dawes Commission 

was unimpressive – yet one more recitation of the claim of descent 

from Captain Jim, with nothing to flesh it out. Considering that 

Fletcher, like Nancy Leonard and William Z. Hoggard, was claiming 

to be essentially one-fourth Choctaw,33 and that George was well 

acquainted with his grandmother Sarah/Sallie, who was supposed to 

be almost 100% Choctaw, one can imagine many details from their 

time together, large and small, that would have bolstered Fletcher’s 

claim. Did she tell him stories about life when she was growing up in 

a Choctaw village? About how she and her family left Mississippi and 

                                                                 
32 Descendants of William Fletcher I, http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/g/r/e/ 
Gerald-Fletcher-Greene/BOOK-0001/0003-0025.html. 
33 Actually seven thirty-seconds, but I round up here and elsewhere for 
convenience. 

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/g/r/e
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moved to Indian Territory? Did she teach him any Choctaw children’s 

games? Sing him Choctaw songs when he went to sleep? 

 

Oh well. If George himself did not rise to the occasion, his witnesses 

did. While they did not convince the Dawes Commission, they 

persuaded many Hoggard-Fletcher descendants and relatives that 

they were descended from Captain James Fletcher, and they continue 

to do so today. 

 

A few of the affidavits filed were similar to those for William Z. 

Hoggard, with no corroborating detail. Lovina Wright filed one filled 

with details about when George W. Fletcher was married and who 

their children were, ending with the simple statement:34 

 

The said George W. Fletcher is known in this country as a 

Choctaw Indian by Blood. 

 

Lovina’s brother, James Guerin, also filed an affidavit, most of  which 

was word for word the same as Lovina Wright’s. James and Lovina, it 

should be mentioned (but wasn’t at the time), were George Fletcher’s 

brother- and sister-in-law. 

 

But here is an interesting one from Patsy Poff, executed in June, 1899: 

 

[I am] a Choctaw Indian by blood, and do not know my age 

but think that I am about 80 years of age. I came from 

Mississippi with my parents. My mother was a full blood 

Choctaw Indian, and her name before she was married was 

Mary Fry. I am enrolled on the Choctaw Roll as Patsy Hall, the 

name of my first husband. I live about six miles west of Foster, 

Indian Territory. 

 

I knew Jim Fletcher who is enrolled on the Choctaw rolls. He 

came from Mississippi when I came from there, and he was 

three-fourths Choctaw. Sallie Fletcher was his oldest daughter, 

who married a white man by the name of Hoggard. Her oldest 

                                                                 
34 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Microfilm Series M1301, Case 

MCR 4514. 
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child was named Elizabeth, who married her own cousin, Jim 

Fletcher, a namesake of the old man Jim Fletcher. She had two 

children that I know of. Their names were John and George. 

George Fletcher was born this side of the Kiamachi River and 

where a white man lived by the name of Caffry. He was in the 

Choctaw Nation when the civil war broke out. He lives now 

this side of Healton in the Chickasaw Nation.35 

 

The mixture of true with untrue makes it difficult to tease out the 

former. Elizabeth’s husband, Jim Fletcher, was indeed her second  

cousin on her mother’s side. But if Captain James Fletcher’s father 

was also the great-grandfather of Elizabeth’s husband, why didn’t 

George W. Fletcher claim Choctaw ancestry through both parents?  

 

The name Caffry in connection with George W. Fletcher’s birth is 

interesting, but difficult to do anything with, especially since George 

Fletcher was actually born in Missouri, almost certainly in Johnson 

County, where James and Elizabeth Fletcher were living in 1844. If 

George W. Fletcher was in the Choctaw Nation when the war broke 

out, he got back to Texas quickly, where he enrolled with his brother 

and cousins in the 10th Texas Infantry. 

 

Here, with an extra twist on the connection to Captain Jim, is an 

affidavit from an S. D. Laurence:36  

 

Personally appeared before me the undersigned authority, S. 

D. Lawrence [Laurence], who after being by me duly sworn 

states on oath: [I am} a Choctaw Indian by blood and am 

enrolled as a Choctaw by blood. [I] was acquainted with 

Captain Jim Fletcher and know that he was a Choctaw by 

blood, and was acquainted with Winnie Fletcher, daughter of 

Captain Jim Fletcher, and have heard Winnie Fletcher often 

speak of her sister, who was the wife of a man by the name of 

Hoggard. [I am] and was acquainted with John and George 

Fletcher, who have always claimed to be Choctaw citizens by 

blood and that their rights as such have never been disputed. I 

know that George and John Fletcher have always claimed to be 

                                                                 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
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the sons of Elizabeth Fletcher, who was a granddaughter of 

Captain Jim Fletcher. I know the Fletcher family and know 

them to be Choctaws by blood, and that this George and John 

Fletcher lived in and around them and that they all claimed to 

be kin folks and of the same family. 

 

This is definitely more powerful testimony, stating as it does that 

George W. Fletcher and his brother actually lived around, and 

associated with, Captain James Fletcher’s progeny. What is surprising 

is that George Fletcher, in his own testimony, never mentioned this. 

But maybe he wasn’t asked a question where it would have been 

relevant. What would have made Laurence’s testimony more 

valuable would have been the time frame when this association 

between Fletcher families occurred. George W. Fletcher grew up in 

Texas and lived there as an adult until the mid 1890s. When was it 

(and where was it) that he lived near Winnie Fletcher and her kin?  

 

The next a ffidavit to examine has been considered something of a 

bombshell. Before presenting it, we will first look at portions of the 

testimony before the Dawes Commission of Thomas J. Fletcher, son of 

George W. Fletcher, who (along with some of his brothers and sisters) 

was applying for Choctaw citizenship in his own right. 37 

 

Q Are you married? 

A Yes sir. 

Q What is your wife’s name?  

A Rhoda Fletcher. 

Q R-h-o-d-a. She is living?  

A Yes sir. 

Q Has she any Choctaw blood?  

A No sir. 

Q White woman? 

A Yes sir. 

Q You don’t make any claim then for her?  

A No sir I don’t make any claim for her. 

                                                                 
37 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Microfilm Series M1301, Case 

MCR 4516. 
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That’s odd. Very odd. Rhoda Fletcher, in the tradition already amply 

evident from the foregoing, was born Rhoda Hoggard. Her 

grandfather was William Hoggard, whose mother was Sarah/Sallie 

Fletcher. Sarah/Sallie Fletcher was the great-grandmother of both 

Thomas J. Fletcher and his wife, Rhoda! If Thomas J. Fletcher was 

one-eight Choctaw, then so was Rhoda. 

 

Q Through whom [do] you get your Choctaw blood?  

A Captain James Fletcher. 

Q What relation to you was he?  

A My great-great-grandfather. 

Q What proof have you of this question that you are lineally 

descended from Captain James Fletcher?  

A I have nothing, only family history.  

Q And through whom did you get that family history?  

A Through my parents. 

Q When did [James Fletcher] leave Mississippi to go to the 

Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory? 

A 1836. ’35 or ’36, somewhere along there.  

Q Did he come with other Indians at the expense of the 

Government?  

A He came as a captain of the town in which he lived. He brought 

the other Indians with him. 

Q Captain of the town in which he lived? I don’t exactly know 

what you mean by that. 

A Well, he was a soldier. He was the leader. I have been informed 

the reason he was called Captain he was appointed captain to 

bring the people that lived in his town to the Choctaw Nation.  

Q Well now, how do you get that fact? What is the basis? What is 

the best evidence you can give that that is so?  

A Well, the old Indians has told me. 

Q Who told you now? Give me the names. 

A S. D. Lawrence for one. 

Q Did he use to live in Mississippi? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Did his daughter – I think you said his daughter’s name was 

Sallie – did she ever live in Mississippi? 

A Yes sir. 
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Q Did she live there in 1830 with her father?  

A Yes sir. 

Q How old was she when she died? 

A I don’t know when she died. It’s been some forty or fifty years 

since she died. She died in the Choctaw Nation.  

Q What information or proof have you that [your great-great-

grandfather and Captain James Fletcher] are one and the same 

person? 

A It is only hearsay. 

Q Did you get this information from your father, George W. 

Fletcher?  

A Yes sir, in part. 

Q In part? In part from who else or from what other source?  

A Well, I have an uncle, William Hoggard.  

Q Where does he live?  

A He lives at Okra, Indian Territory. 

Q How old is he now? 

A He’s eighty something, I don’t know exactly what. 

Q Has he … ever made application to be identified as Mississippi 

Choctaw? 

A He made application before the Commission in 1896. 

 

The William Hoggard mentioned here was Thomas J. Fletcher’s great 

uncle. It was not he, but his son, William Z. Hoggard, who applied for 

citizenship in 1896. 

 

William Hoggard did not apply himself in 1896, nor did he supply an 

affidavit for his son. Since by the descent claimed, William Hoggard  

was a half-blood Choctaw, this could have been very powerful 

testimony. 

 

All the more surprising then that William Hoggard did file an 

affidavit in support of George W. Fletcher’s application , and also 

submitted several similar affidavits in support of George Fletcher’s 

children. The latter are typed as form letters, but the one for George 
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W. Fletcher is handwritten, and the original two pages are 

reproduced below. The text is as follows:38 

 

I am 76 years old and am a minister of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ and my credentials are recorded at Ardmore, I.T., in 

Book A page 200 and reside at Okra, I.T. 

 

I am well acquainted with Geo. W. Fletcher have known him 

from infancy and know him to be the same Geo. W. Fletcher 

who has made application to be enrolled by the Commission to 

the Five Civilized Tribes. Geo. W. Fletcher was the son of 

James and Betsy Fletcher. I was present when James and 

Elizabeth or Betsy Fletcher married and know that they were 

legally married by a Justice of the Peace in Johnson County, 

Mo., four miles south of Warnesburg. The way they came to 

marry up there was that they ran away together and I went 

with them that was about 1833. Betsy Fletcher was my sister 

and her maiden name was Betsy Hoggard. Betsy Hoggard was 

the daughter of Sally Hoggard whose maiden name was Sally 

Fletcher and she was the daughter of one Cap. James whose 

name appears in Vol. 7 of the American State Papers and 

Documents of United States and was a Choctaw Indian by 

blood, and the said Cap. James Fletcher came to the Choctaw 

Nation, I.T., with the Indians and I have heard of him making 

several trips to Texas on search of his children and 

grandchildren and to try and bring them back. 

 

The notary public was William Hoggard’s son, Calvin P. Hoggard. 

William Hoggard had learned to read and write by this time, and he 

may have written the entire letter himself. The handwriting in the 

body of the letter seems to me to be different than Calvin Hoggard’s 

handwriting at the end, but they are close enough that I can’t be sure. 

In any case, it is clear that there was certain information that he was 

asked to include (or was included for him) – specifically that about 

the American State Papers. 

 

                                                                 
38 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Central Classified Files 1907-39, 

Box 56, PI-163, E-121. 
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This is a definitive statement. One must either accept it or say that 

William Hoggard was lying. Or that he didn’t know what he was 

signing (which, if he did write the letter himself, is impossible). Or 

that he somehow had been persuaded that this was true.  This letter 

has been a keystone argument by those that claim that the descent 

from Captain James Fletcher is real. 
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But where are the confirming details that the son of an almost full -

blooded Choctaw Indian could provide? He has plenty of detail on 

the marriage of his sister to James Fletcher, but none whatsoever on 

his mother and how she came to meet and marry a white man who 

grew up in southwestern Virginia. And William is the same person 

who, according to his son, Richmond Echles Hoggard, used to tell 

family stories over and over at night by the fire. The detail he does 

have, specifically that his sister Elizabeth married James Fletcher in 

1833 in Missouri, contradicts directly other witnesses who say that 

Sallie Fletcher came to Indian Territory with her father (and, 

presumably, her daughter) from Mississippi in 1833, if not later. 
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This printed version, used for George W. Fletcher’s children, adds the 

name of William Hoggard’s father – John R. Hoggard. It is the only 

known source for the existence of the name John. In all other 

documents – land titles, enlistment papers, court records, land 

surveys, census returns, etc. – his name was always Richmond, 

sometimes, mistakenly, Richard. Since there was an individual named 

John Richmond who lived in the vicinity of the Hoggards in 

southwestern Virginia, it is certainly conceivable that he was in fact 

christened John Richmond Hoggard.  

 

There is one more witness to be considered, Louvina King. She filed 

an affidavit almost word for word the same as Patsy Poff’s, presented 

earlier. However, unlike any of the other persons submitting 

affidavits, she actually appeared before the Commission to  answer 

questions, where she produced an enormous amount of additional 

detail. Sections from her testimony are shown below. 39 

 

Q What is your age?  

A I can’t tell you my age.  

Q About how old do you think you are?  

A About sixty three as near as I can get at it. 

Q Tell what you know about  George W. Fletcher having Choctaw 

blood. 

A His grandfather just had a quarter white. 40 

Q What was his grandfather’s name?  

A Jim Fletcher. 

Q Where did he live?  

A He lived in Mississippi. He married there and brought a family 

out with him. 

Q Did you ever live in Mississippi? 

A No sir I was born the next years after they came out to this 

country. 

Q Your recollection of Jim Fletcher is how far back?  

A I have known him ever since I could remember.  

                                                                 
39 Applications for Enrollment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898-
1914, National Archives Record Group 75, Central Classified Files 1907-39, 

Box 56, PI-163, E-121. 
40 She meant his great-grandfather. 
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Q When do you first remember seeing him or knowing anything 

about him? 

A They used to come and visit with us; they were related to my 

ma. 

Q What relation to your mother was he?  

A Cousin 

Q Did he have a title?  

A Jim Fletcher? Yes, Mississippi Choctaw. 

Q Was he a Judge or a Captain or did he have any title?  

A He was a captain. 

Q Did they call him Captain Jim Fletcher?  

A Yes sir, he came with the first emigration, and they sent him 

back after more Choctaws and they called him Captain Fletcher 

for that. 

Q How old was he when you first saw him and knew him? 

A About thirty-five or forty may be. 

Q And you were a girl five or six years old?  

A Yes sir. 

Q What do you know of his having lived in Mississippi in 1830? 

A He came out with ma with the emigration. 

Q When did your mother come?  

A She came with the first Choctaws that moved. 

Q Do you know whether that was before or after the treaty of 1830? 

A I don’t know, before I guess. 

Q There were no Choctaws who emigrated before the treaty of 

1830. 

A I tell you I don’t know when it was; they lived right in  the 

neighborhood with us, and I just heard them talk, but I couldn’t 

tell just when he came; but afterwards he went back after more 

Choctaws and that is where he got his title Captain.  

Q Do you know when or where he died? 

A I know where he died, but I don’t know when it was. 

Q Where was it? 

A Down here in Kiamichi County. He brought four children from 

Mississippi, two boys and two girls; one of his daughters, died 

down here at Boggy Depot, the youngest child he had by his first 

wife. 
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Q Was Sallie, the mother of George W. Fletcher, living when 

Captain Jim Fletcher came from Mississippi? 

A Yes sir. 

Q How old was she at that time?  

A I am not able to tell you about how old she was.  

Q How much older was she than you? 

A She was a grown woman. 

Q Was she married at that time? 

A Yes sir. 

Q What was her husband’s name?  

A She married a white man. 

Q She was married when she came from Mississippi? 

A Yes sir, and had two daughters.  

Q Then it seems that Captain Jim Fletcher’s daughter, Sallie, was 

living and had a family when they emigrated from Mississippi 

after the treaty of 1830 was ratified.  

A Yes sir, the oldest girl was about ten or twelve years old.  

Q Do you know how long Sallie had been married?  

A No sir. 

Q She had how many children?  

A She had two or three children. 

 

Several questions about James Fletcher and the provisions of the treaty of 

1830. 

 

Q Do you know anything about Captain Jim Fletcher’s daughter 

Sallie? 

A Yes sir, I knew her as well as I know my mother.  

Q She was a grown woman when you were a child?  

A Yes sir, we used to visit one another, and every two or three 

months we would see one another.  

Q You know as a matter of fact that Captain Jim Fletcher’s 

daughter was married and had a family of children when she 

came from Mississippi? 

A Yes sir, when I got so I knew her she had children; but she was 

married in Mississippi and I think brought children with her 

from Mississippi, because she had one older than me.  

Q What was Sallie’s husband’s name? 
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A I don’t know. 

Q Was he a white man? 

A I don’t know. 

Q What was her maiden name? 

A Sallie Fletcher. 

Q Do you know whether Sallie was George W. Fletcher’s mother or 

his grandmother?  

A Grandmother. 

Q You are sure about that?  

A Yes sir, I am sure about that.  

Q Is there any other information that you can give as to the 

Choctaw descent of the ancestors of George W. Fletcher and his 

children – anything that you know about them? 

A I don’t know anything about it except Captain Jim Fletcher had a 

brother Ben who came from Mississippi and died in Kiamichi 

County. 

Q Did he have any other brother or sister?  

A Not as I know of. 

Q When did Sallie die? 

A I don’t know when, I moved off into the Chickasaw Nation.  

Q Can you give the names of the children of Sallie? 

A One of them named Elizabeth – I never did know their names 

much – and she married a Fletcher. 

Q Do you know anything about their children? 

A Of course I know the children, but they all moved off and I don’t 

know their names; I know the old grandfathers and mothers 

better. 

 

In the affidavit Louvina King submitted, she identified Sallie 

Fletcher’s husband as a white man named Hoggard. Upon 

questioning, however, she was in the end unable to remember his 

name, or even say whether or not he was white. There does seem to 

be a strong kernel of truth in her oral testimony. I bet Captain Jim 

Fletcher did have a daughter named Sallie. Sallie was married in 

Mississippi and her family emigrated along with Captain Jim. Her 

family may even have been counted in James Fletcher’s household 

when its arrival at Mountain Creek Depot was recorded. 
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Conclusion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The basic facts seem indisputable. Captain James Fletcher was not old 

enough to have been the father of the Sarah Fletcher who married 

Richmond Hoggard. She was born in southwestern Virginia in 1794, 

and we have the additional problem that James Fletcher lived in the 

Choctaw Nation, that is, mostly in what is now the state of 

Mississippi. How did James Fletcher, with his wife, arrange to be in 

Virginia when Sarah was born? How did Sarah manage to be in 

Virginia or northeastern Tennessee when she married Richmond?  

 

None of the witnesses whose affidavits were taken answered those 

questions, not even (or especially not) William Hoggard, the son of 

Richmond and Sarah/Sally Hoggard. Nor did they answer other 

obvious questions, such as whether Sarah/Sally, the mother of 

William, Elizabeth, and Nancy Jane Hoggard, spoke the Choctaw 

language. Those witnesses who actually knew Captain Fletcher’s 

daughter all stated that she had lived in Mississippi and came with 

James Fletcher to Indian Territory. Clearly there were two Sallie 

Fletchers. 

 

This has not prevented many aspiring descendants of Captain Jim 

from swallowing the story whole. Some of them have even 

constructed and propagated genealogical tables with names for 

Captain Jim’s children and invented dates of birth, generally ignoring 

any contrary evidence. 
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Consider, for example, this brief summary posted by one such 

“descendent”. 

 

[My father] always claimed to be a direct descendant of Sallie 

Fletcher, who was a daughter of Captain Jim Fletcher who was 

3/4 Choctaw and his wife, Nancy, who was a full blood. 

  

Captain Jim was born about 1764, in the Choctaw Nation in 

Mississippi. He was a sub chief in Greenwood LeFlore's 

District in the old Mississippi Choctaw Nation. He was one of 

the signers of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek which was 

signed on September 27, 1830 which provided for the Indians 

trading land in Mississippi for land in Oklahoma. He was one 

of the captains who were asked to lead his district of Choctaws 

from Mississippi to Oklahoma in 1833 which he did. He was 

well known as a respected member of the tribe. 

 

His marriage to Nancy resulted in 8 children the youngest of 

which was his daughter, Sarah (Sallie) Fletcher born in 1794 in 

Virginia. She married John Richmond Hoggard, a white man, 

who also was born in Virginia about 1794. Sallie died 

approx.1855 in Navarro County, Texas and John died approx. 

1846 in Navarro County, Texas.
41

 

 

Ruth Fletcher Wiley, originally skeptical of the story, was finally 

persuaded by William Hoggard’s affidavit. She wrote, “ I never did 

doubt that William Hoggard spoke the truth. I refuse to believe that a 

man of his character would say, `I am a minister of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ,’ and tell a lie in the same breath.” 42 

 

But she couldn’t just ignore the evidence about when and where 

Sarah/Sally was born. Her reconstruction of the story is  roughly as 

follows. A James Fletcher is known to have married a Nancy Churn in 

Northampton County, Virginia, in 1796. This must have been Captain 

Jim Fletcher, the Choctaw. Whoever transcribed the 1850 census could 

have made a mistake, such that Sarah Hoggard was actually born in 

                                                                 
41 http://edensfamily.com/geneology/raw/mollie-elizabeth-linney-
langford-chocktaw.txt 
4242 Ruth Fletcher Wiley, Sarah Fletcher Hoggard, privately printed and posted 
on several internet sites, p. 26. 
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1796, not 1793 or 1794, as it would appear from the census. James 

Fletcher was three-quarters Choctaw, while Nancy Churn was full-

blooded Cherokee, in order to match both Dawes Commission 

testimony and family legends. Sarah was born in Virginia, but then 

James and Nancy Fletcher moved to the Choctaw Nation in 

Mississippi Territory and raised their family. Richmond met Sarah 

while he was a soldier in the War of 1812, married her in Mississippi 

Territory in early 1815, then took her back to his family in Tennessee. 

They immediately moved to Kentucky, where their first son was born 

that same year.43 The details of this story could be quickly disposed 

of, but instead I will just leave it as an example of the lengths one has 

to go to in order to merge the two Sallie Fletchers into one individual.  

 

What we can conclude from the testimony, especially the detailed, if 

sometimes contradictory, testimony of Louvina King, is that Captain 

James Fletcher did have a daughter named Sallie, who did marry in 

Mississippi. Sallie’s husbandmight have been white, but was probably 

a Choctaw. Nevertheless, in affidavit after affidavit, the story was 

transformed and this Sallie Fletcher became the wife of Richmond 

Hoggard and the mother of William, Elizabeth, and Nancy Jane 

Hoggard. 

 

A big question is, why did so many people gave false testimony? 

About a dozen declared, under oath, that Captain Jim Fletcher was 

the great-grandfather of William Z. Hoggard, George W. Fletcher, 

Nancy Leonard, or Louisa Lane. Note, however, than many of them, 

including all of the old Choctaws, signed by mark. Did they know 

what they were signing, were they manipulated by unscrupulous 

attorneys or notaries, or did they just do it to collect a fee? 

 

We’ll never be able to answer that question, but to me Louvina King’s 

testimony provides a big clue. Under examination, Louvina could 

remember many more details about Sallie Fletcher than were in her 

affidavit, but when asked about the name and the race of Sallie’s 

husband, she said she didn’t know. Almost certainly she did know, 

but she wouldn’t lie under oath in the examination room. That 

                                                                 
4343 Ibid., pp. 24-26 
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indicates that she knew what had been in the affidavit, and wanted to 

avoid a direct contradiction. At the time it was executed she knew 

what was in the affidavit, but she signed it anyway. Out of 

friendship? For a fee? Without recognizing that she was committing a 

crime if she lied?  

 

Of all the affidavits, that of William Hoggard is most puzzling. He 

hadn’t lied for his own son, but he did for his nephew, George W. 

Fletcher. Why? My hypothesis is that he felt he owed Fletcher a debt. 

When William Hoggard left Bell County with his family in 1881, 

possibly for economic reasons, he very probably built a cabin on 

George Fletcher’s land in Montague County. The Hoggards stayed 

there about 15 years before moving to Indian Territory. Whatever 

arrangement William Hoggard had with his nephew, he may have 

felt that it wasn’t sufficient, and he still owed him something. 

 

William Hoggard submitted an affidavit, but he didn’t take a train to 

Muskogee to appear before the Commission, as did Louvina King.  

Having to answer questions would have put him in an untenable 

position. 

 

Despite the larcenous motives of the purported great-grandchildren 

of Captain James Fletcher, they did a great service, though that might 

be disputed by the commissioners who had to deal with the mounds 

of paperwork required to dispose of the case. A great deal of family 

information was presented – marriage dates, places of residence, lists 

of relatives, for example – that might otherwise be difficult or 

impossible to find. 

 

Perhaps best of all, we learned something about Captain Jim Fletcher 

himself, and about the travails of the Choctaw Tribe during his 

lifetime and after. 
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Appendix 

Captain Jim’s Ball-Play Song 

 

One of the biggest cultural traditions of the Choctaw Indian tribe is 

their stickball game, which resembles lacrosse but uses two sticks 

rather than one. It typically took place on gigantic fields with mobs of 

players and few rules, pitting village against village or, later in Indian 

Territory, district against district. The game could last for days. 

 

 

 

As it turns out, Captain Jim Fletcher was a huge fan when he was 

district chief of the Apukshunnubbee District. He composed his own 

fight song to the tune of the Scottish folk song, Scots Came O’er the 

Border. Fortunately, the lyrics were written down by a John Donny. 

His original transcription is shown here.  
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